Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

N I H National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences

Post-Katrina mortality in the greater New Orleans area, Louisiana

Author(s): Eavey J, Ratard RC
Year: 2008
Journal: The Journal of The Louisiana State Medical Society : Official Organ of The

Louisiana State Medical Society. 160 (5): 267-272

Abstract:

OBJECTIVES: Death rates in the Greater New Orleans area were examined by month from 2002 to 2006
to assess whether mortality increased after Hurricane Katrina. METHODS: Finalized death data from the
Louisiana Office of Vital Statistics and the most recent population estimates were used to calculate annual
mortality rates in the Greater New Orleans area by month for 2002-2006. Causes of death were also
examined for changes. RESULTS: There was no significant increase in the death rates in the Greater New
Orleans area post-Katrina. The only excesses were seen in Orleans Parish from January to June 2006. In
the latter months of 2006, rates decreased to those of previous years. Mortality rates for the Greater New
Orleans (GNO) area during the same time period showed no increase. In the first months of 2006, deaths
due to septicemia and accidents increased significantly in Orleans Parish and returned to normal in the
latter half of 2006. Causes of death in the GNO area showed no significant change after Katrina.
CONCLUSIONS: There was no significant or lasting increase in morality rates in the Greater New Orleans
area following Hurricane Katrina.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Ocean/Coastal
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
United States

Health Impact: &
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specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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